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Piano Teaching in Action 
Monday 18th August – Saturday 23rd August 2025 
Join Dr Sally Cathcart, Director of the Piano Teachers' Course UK, for this specially designed 5-day course running exclusively at the Chetham's International Piano Summer School in August 2025. Joining her across the week will be tutor, pianist and YouTuber Jill Morton, musicianship and Beethoven expert Dr Kris Worsley and the ever-inspirational Lucinda Mackworth Young. Together, the PTC tutor team will bring their expertise, joy and energy to each and every session, ensuring that, whether you come for a day or a week, you'll leave inspired, refreshed and ready for the new term ahead. 
There's something for everyone on the course, whether you are an experienced, mid or early-career piano teacher. Each day, participants have the opportunity to deepen their pianism and expand their teaching skills, as guided by the PTC tutors. The Piano Teachers' Course ethos of music-making, collaboration, respect, enjoyment, and support will be at the heart of the week.
Starting each day will be a 45-minute musicianship workshop that will help nurture your inner musician. These will cover keyboard harmony, sight-reading, chord progressions and improvisation. The following session focuses on different aspects of teaching the piano with a mix of demonstrations, discussions and guided reflection on selected lesson videos. The topics include building reliable reading skills, engaging the imagination, developing a holistic understanding of pieces, and best practices for teaching adult students. The PTC team know from extensive experience how powerful it is to watch other piano teachers in action – an experience which can profoundly impact our teaching. 
After coffee, everyone in the group will have the opportunity to take part in a creative teaching session led by one of the tutors, concentrating on music from a specially selected repertoire list (available later in the year). Ranging from Elementary to Advanced level, all participants are encouraged to play at least one piece. 
During the afternoons, attention will turn to a broad range of topics, including practising, developing the inner musician, creating and maintaining a positive atmosphere and the benefits of using the feedback triangle. Each day will end with the opportunity to make music together, exploring duets, trios and multiple pianists at one piano!

Chetham’s International Piano Summer School 2025
	
	Monday 18th August
	Tuesday 19th August
	Wednesday 20th August

	8.45
	
	Keyboard Harmony
Sally Cathcart is your tutor for the morning and there’ll be a fun start to the day as you explore your keyboard harmony skills including transposition and open score reading. 

	Sight-reading
Jill Morton is your guide through developing confidence in sightreading to ensure you feel enthusiastic and excited about delving into new repertoire

	9.30
	
	Building Meaningful Reading Skills
This workshop will focus on multi-sensory approaches to fostering reliable and meaningful reading abilities in Elementary and Intermediate pupils. The session will be led by Sally and include a mix of demonstrations and discussions, interspersed with selected lesson videos.
	Engaging the imagination. 
How to lift the dots off the page and take you and your pupils performances to a different level will be the focus of this session with Jill. Demonstrations and discussion interspersed with selected lesson videos with guided, critical reflection.

	11.00
	COFFEE
	COFFEE
	COFFEE

	11.30
	
	Piano teaching in action
The morning continues with Sally working with participants at the piano on their selected repertoire pieces.
	Piano teaching in action
The morning continues with Jill working with participants at the piano on their selected repertoire pieces.

	13.00
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH

	14.45
	
	Creative practice strategies

Jill Morton joins the group in the afternoon and looks at creative strategies to ensure that every minute we spend with the instrument is engaging and rewarding
	Developing the inner musician
Kris Worsley takes over and will be leading you through tips, tricks and exercises to develop inner hearing and audiation skills in yourself and your students that will help to connect musically with the score and the instrument.





	15.30
	Piano teaching in action

Introductions and an overview of the week ahead with Sally Cathcart
	
	

	16.15
	
	Collaborative Piano!
To end the day there’s the opportunity to explore and play duets, and trios with your fellow pianists.

	Collaborative Piano!
The day comes to a close with another opportunity to explore and play pieces for multiple pianists at one/two pianos.


	17.00
	
	END
	END





	
	Thursday 21st August
	Friday 22nd August
	Saturday 23rd August

	8.45
	Aural Skills
Kris Worsley shows you how to develop the skill to listen with clarity and understanding.

	Keyboard Harmony
Chords and chord progressions for spontaneous playing and singing on festive occasions will be at the heart of Lucinda Mackworth Young’s early morning session
	Musicianship
In this final session with Sally we'll be summing up what has been covered during the week and considering how these activities can be integrated into your teaching during the year ahead.

	9.30
	Understanding music musically.  
Developing a holistic understanding of the score, applying musicianship skills, musical sensitivity and expressive considerations to theory and analysis take centre stage under the careful guidance of Kris Worsley.  Demonstration and discussion will be interpersed with selected lesson videos with guided, critical reflection.

	Teaching adults
Lucinda considers the best approaches to teaching adults. What are their particular interests and needs and how do we accommodate them? Demonstration and discussion will be interspersed with selected video clips with guided, critical reflection. 
	The Piano Teacher in Action
How do we put all the activities from the week into action? We will reflect on the various topics, consider the implications on ourselves as pianists and teachers and finally celebrate our time together!

	11.00
	COFFEE
	COFFEE
	END

	11.30
	Piano teaching in action
The morning continues with Kris working with participants at the piano on their selected repertoire pieces.
	Piano teaching in action
The morning continues with Lucinda working with participants at the piano on their selected repertoire pieces.
	

	13.00
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	

	14.45
	Creating a positive atmosphere

Lucinda Mackworth Young uses her extensive expertise to help you think about how to create and maintain a positive teaching atmosphere, reducing pressure and solving problems with pupils and parents
	The feedback triangle

The importance of the feedback triangle in piano lessons is the focus of Sally’s session. She’ll look at the difference between feedback, feed up and feed forward, asks you to make friends with your Advice Monster and give you strategies for creating more independent pupils. 
	




	
	
	
	

	16.15
	Group Improvisation
Improvising together for fun and for teaching!
	Safe circle performing
An opportunity to give an informal performance of a selected piece from the week and/or share the duets and trios. The exact format will be chosen by participants

	

	17.00
	END
	END
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